tmc.ac.uk/computing

AND DIGITAL

COMPUTING

WELCOME
www.tmc.ac.uk/ethical-hacking

The Digital Age is advancing at a rapid
pace. Could you play a role in driving
it forward?
Whether you want to develop software solutions, use
AI to help fight diseases or protect people’s finances
with cyber security, you could make a real difference
to businesses and communities both in the UK and
across the globe.
It’s no surprise that the IT job market is booming.
There could be up to 22,000 Computing and Digital
jobs in Manchester alone so, if you want to stay
ahead of the curve and land a well-paid job, you’ll
need industry-recognised qualifications.
And that’s where we come in. As you progress
through your chosen course, you’ll discover just how
many doors a Computing and Digital qualification
can open for you. The opportunities are almost
limitless, and include jobs in programming, software
engineering, IT training, project management and
cyber security.

www.tmc.ac.uk/software-development

www.tmc.ac.uk/networking

A career in this fast-paced industry calls for creative
thinking, technical flair and a willingness to keep
up with new developments. You’ll also need to be
prepared to persevere in order to find solutions to
complex problems, and be able to work on your own
or as part of a team.

Our courses are designed to equip you with all
of these qualities, as well as the crucial, industryrelevant tech skills you’ll be using out in the
workplace. You’ll explore the latest advancements
in technology, as well as the essential tools that
you’ll need to include on your CV. Depending on
the course you choose, you could learn how to
use multiple IT operating systems, networks and
server set-ups, or develop your programming and
designing skills.
Many of our courses are co-designed and codelivered with leading local employers, so you’ll be
working on live briefs and receiving feedback from
experts in their field.
In short, we can help you to not only achieve your
goals, but to truly thrive in this vibrant sector.

“

You’ll be working on live
briefs and receiving
feedback from experts
in their field.

”
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Industry
Excellence
Academy

for Computing and Digital
If you’ve obtained the necessary entry requirements prior to joining us or during your time
in our Centre of Excellence, you may have the opportunity to progress into our Industry
Excellence Academy for Computing and Digital.
The programme of study within our Industry Excellence Academy has been co-developed
with industry partners like Silverchip, Lloyds Banking Group, Invasion and IDT. Working so
closely with employer’s means you’ll benefit from courses that are aligned with current
industry skills demand, as well as a range of industry-level activities and lessons.
This will include masterclasses and lessons delivered by industry experts, visits from guest
speakers at the forefront of the industry and ‘live briefs’ to industry standard that will see
you working on the kind of projects you’d be completing once you begin your career in
computing and digital.
In our Industry Excellence Academy for Computing and Digital you’ll complete a placement
with an industry employer of at least 15 days and, in many cases, you’ll receive a mentor from
your chosen industry to support you along the way.
Once you complete your journey in our Industry Excellence Academy for Computing and
Digital you will have the qualifications you need to take the next steps towards an amazing
career. As well as the experience and skills that will help you stand out to future employers.

PROGRAMMES OF STUDY
COMPUTER SCIENCE
AND DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES

LEVEL 3 | CITY CAMPUS MANCHESTER 			
TWO YEARS
in partnership with

Invasion
Are you itching to get out into the ‘real world’ and put your talents
into action? This course will see you working on real briefs with
pioneering travel company Invasion. You’ll be covering a wide
range of topics to gain a broad overview of the Computing and
Digital world.
You’ll discover how to use social media, design and develop
software, and build websites, all in a real working environment.
You’ll also learn about the principles of computer science and let
your creativity flow with digital graphics and animation.
Invasion has co-created this course and you’ll be getting feedback
from their tech team on both the design and development of your
projects.
Whether you decide to use your qualification as a springboard to
higher education or head straight out into the workplace, it’ll give
you the skills you’ll rely on throughout your career.
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T LEVELS

T AWARD

Study for a Technical Level (T Level) qualification in Digital through our Industry Excellence Academy.

Those successful in gaining a place on the T Levels or Transition Programmes will be eligible for the ‘T
Award’, a package of benefits that includes:

T Levels are a new two year technical programme that provide you with a high-quality alternative to A Levels.
They have been developed in collaboration with employers, and combine theory, practical and classroom
learning with a minimum 45 day industry placement. If you opt to take a T Level, you will spend 20% of your
time on an industry placement and 80% in the classroom.
After completing the course, you can progress directly into work, on to a Higher Apprenticeship or study a
university degree, as T Levels are awarded UCAS points.

• £300 per year bursary*
• Access to industry standard laptop* (as appropriate)
• Opportunity to take part in exciting college-wide competitions
• Minimum 20% delivery by industry experts
• Minimum 15-day (Transition Programmes) or 45-day (T Levels) industry placement
• Free branded work wear
• Masterclasses
• Digital upskilling
• Bursary incentive if progressing to UCEN Manchester (T Levels)
• Guaranteed progression to a Higher Education course at UCEN Manchester (T Levels)
• Use of industry based software
• And much more
*Subject to requirements including 95% attendance, positive attitude and grade profile.

DIGITAL T LEVELS
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Level 3 | T Level | Digital Business Services 								
in partnership with Lloyds Banking Group							
City Campus Manchester | Two years
If you want to work in IT or digital sectors as a data analyst, or within IT solutions, then this is the T Level for
you!
Developed and delivered in partnership with Lloyds Banking Group, you’ll develop a broad knowledge of the
digital sector during your time in the classroom, learning all about how digital technologies impact business
and market environment as well as the ethical and moral implications of digital technology, and much more.
You’ll develop your skills using data in software design and find out how to use digital technologies to analyse
and solve problems, before putting what you’ve learnt into practice during your industry placement.
The qualification will help you understand how to plan digital projects and use digital tools for project
management and collaboration ahead of a career in the industry.

T LEVEL TRANSITION PROGRAMME
Level 2 | T Level Transition Programme								
Cyber Skills for the Digital Age in partnership with IDT
City Campus Manchester | One year
For those who don’t meet the entry requirements and would still like to pursue a T Level, there is the option
of this one-year Level 2 T Level Transition Programme as part of our Industry Excellence Academy for
Computing and Digital.
This Transition Programme – in partnership with IDT - will allow you to gain a qualification and move on to
study one of our T Levels the following year.
A fantastic introduction to a digital career, this qualification will allow you to learn both coding and network
development in real-life scenarios, from hardware programming to network design.
You’ll learn how to create programs in Python and C#, and discover how HTML, CSS, Javascript and VB.NET
work to create websites, as well as start to understand network design and development. And if that’s not
enough, you’ll be able to progress on to a Digital T Level the following year.

Level 3 | T Level | Digital Production, Design and Development 				
in partnership with Silverchip									
City Campus Manchester | Two years

T LEVEL SUMMER SCHOOL

This T Level has been developed in partnership with Silverchip for anyone with an interest in a career as a web
developer, web designer, IT business analyst, software developer or digital marketer.

Both our T Level and T Level Transition Programme offer you the chance to take part in our Summer School
programme as an entry requirement.

During the two years, you’ll develop your core knowledge of all things digital including the technical, physical
and human aspects of internet security and how to design, implement and test software. You’ll also learn how
to use digital technologies to analyse and solve problems, and much more.
Once you’ve done that, you’ll go on to learn all about emerging technical trends such as Internet of Things
(IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI), Augmented Reality (AR), Blockchain and 3D printing, as you start your journey
in software production and design.

The Summer School is a three-week introduction to our Industry Excellence Academy, T Levels and
Transition Programmes, where students can meet their teachers and experience what studying at The
Manchester College is like.
To apply or find out more about our T Levels and Transition Programmes, visit our Industry Excellence
Academy website: industry-excellence.tmc.ac.uk/t-levels

Level 3 | T Level | Digital Support Services 								
in partnership with IDT										
City Campus Manchester | Two years
Want to develop a career in digital infrastructure and digital support? Then our T Level in Digital Support
Services – co-developed and co-delivered with IDT – is for you!
You’ll develop a broad knowledge of the digital sector, learning all about the ethical and moral implications of
digital technology and how to use digital technologies to analyse and solve problems.
You’ll also learn all about the wide range of roles within the digital support services sector, communication in
digital support services, fault analysis, problem resolution and much more.
Once you’ve developed your core knowledge, you’ll have the option to choose a specialism in either digital
infrastructure, network cabling, unified communications or digital support.
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EMPLOYABILITY
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To prepare you for your future career, you’ll take part in
a range of ‘employability’ activities to equip you with the
knowledge and experience of careers available to you:

Employability Sessions
You’ll be assigned an Employability Tutor and will take part in
dedicated ‘employability’ sessions, which will help equip you with the
skills you’ll need to thrive in the workplace

Work Related Activity

Centre of
Excellence

for Computing and Digital

You’ll learn more about the industry by taking part in activities such
as:
• Visits and Q&As with experts in Computing and Digital
• Masterclasses from leading employers
• Trips to key employers and workplaces to learn about what it’s like
working in the industry.

Work Experience Placement
If you join our Centre of Excellence you’ll spend a minimum of
between six and 35 hours working in external workplaces across
the region, while if you join our Industry Excellence Academy you’ll
complete at least 105 hours of work experience.
During your work experience you’ll assist with day-to-day tasks and
shadow staff to develop your skills and broaden your knowledge of
the industry.

Industry Placement
We passionately believe in helping you reach your ultimate goal, focusing on your future
employability and developing the skills you need to have a successful career.

You may be able to apply for an industry placement offering more
than 315 hours of experience with a leading employer.

If you’re aged 16-18, our Centre of Excellence for Computing and Digital is set up to help
you do just that!

These placements give you an in-depth knowledge of the industry,
allow you to gain hands on experience and provide an insight into
career pathways.

STUDY PROGRAMME
You’ll join our Centre of Excellence for Computing and Digital when you enrol on any of our qualifications
from Entry Level to Level 3.
If you haven’t already obtained a Grade 4 GCSE in English or maths, you’ll study a relevant qualification
alongside your course. This is a mandatory requirement and essential for further study or employment

Some of our students even go on to gain paid employment with their
industry placement employer at the end of the year, so they offer a
great first step into the industry.
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CREATIVE DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES
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ENTRY LEVEL 3 | HARPURHEY/WYTHENSHAWE
ONE YEAR
You may not have achieved the GCSE results you were hoping for, but that
doesn’t mean you can’t get started on your path towards a great career.
This entry level course will help you to develop the skills you’ll need to
progress to a Level 1 course in computing and digital. It’ll also give you a
taster of some of the different careers open to you. Plus, as part of the course,
you’ll get to head out of the College to see how digital technologies are used
in your local area.

INTRODUCTION TO THE
WORLD OF COMPUTING
AND DIGITAL

Programmes
of study
Whether you want to be a software developer or a
white hat hacker, our Computer and IT courses are
designed to help you kick-start your journey to a
career in this exciting industry.

LEVEL 1 | HARPURHEY/WYTHENSHAWE
ONE YEAR
Working with industry-standard tools and software, this course will help
you develop the all-round technological skills required to move onto further
study of computing and digital.
You’ll explore a variety of transferable and sector specific skills such as
organisational skills, research, progression plans and teamwork as well as
studying computing and digital industry based projects.

13

14

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES

LEVEL 2 | CITY CAMPUS MANCHESTER/HARPURHEY/WYTHENSHAWE 		
ONE YEAR
Information and Creative Technology will help you develop creative skills with a focus on
programming and coding.
Through dynamic teaching and using industry related scenarios, you’ll enjoy a fantastic
introduction into games and app design and development using the latest technologies and
platforms.
You’ll develop software for desktop computers utilising Microsoft Visual Studio with visual basic
.NET and will further develop software for mobile devices with a focus on the Windows platform.
As part of your digital portfolio, you’ll construct a website using HTML5 and CSS3 which you’ll
showcase at the end of the course.
You’ll also investigate current developments within technology systems and learn networking
skills as well as produce a functional relational database project using SQL.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
LEVEL 3 | CITY CAMPUS MANCHESTER
TWO YEARS

Few skillsets open as many doors as digital technologies. You could end up becoming a games
developer or web designer, or landing any of a huge number of other well-paid tech roles.
With this in mind, our Level 3 Digital Technologies course covers a wide range of technologies
and topics, from computer games to digital graphics, networking and web development.
A key focus is programming, so you’ll learn all about website and application development – using
CSS, HTML and C# – for both desktop and mobile devices. You’ll also develop the skills you’d need
to design and implement computer networks, as well as the security skills to help protect the
systems you’d be building.
By the end of the course, you’ll have discovered where your main strengths lie and developed
real-life, problem solving, marketable skills to help you succeed in the digital world.
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COURSES
FOR
ADULTS
If you’re over 19, we offer a wide range of
Computing and Digital courses starting
throughout the year.
These qualifications can help you to
upskill and strengthen your CV, whether
you want to start a new career in
computing or progress in your current
role.
•

Essential Digital Skills | Level 1

•

IT Support | Level 2

•

Computing Principles | Level 3

•

Network Engineering | Level 3

Additionally, we are also now offering
a range of Level 3 programming and
coding courses which are fully funded by
the government if you haven’t completed
a Level 3 course before.
For more information or to apply visit
tmc.ac.uk/computing
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DEGREE LEVEL

Once you’ve completed one of our Level
3 Diplomas, you’ll have the opportunity
to progress onto our degree level
qualifications through our higher
education partner – UCEN Manchester.

SHORT COURSES
Cisco Certified Network Associate
(200-301 CCNA)

FOUNDATION
DEGREE (FDSC)
2 YEARS
Computing

Computer Network
Engineering
Computer Network Security
Software Development

BSC (HONS)
(TOP-UP) 1 YEAR
Computing

Computer Network
Engineering
Computer Network Security
Software Development

For more information or to apply, visit
ucenmanchester.ac.uk
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CAREERS
SOFTWARE DEVELOPER
As a software developer, you’d come up with creative solutions to
issues faced by businesses, charities and individuals. You’d play
a key role in the design, installation, testing and maintenance
of software systems. You could write computer programs from
scratch or re-work programs that already exist. If you love solving
problems and trying out new tech, you’d be in your element in
this career.

Average Salary: £38,000

NETWORK
ADMINISTRATOR
As a network administrator, you’d be responsible for setting
up, developing and maintaining computer networks within, or
between, organisations. You’d be offering support to users and
troubleshooting any problems that might arise. You could even
get involved in designing new networks.

Average Salary: £30,000

IT SYSTEMS ANALYST
As a systems analyst, you’d analyse every corner of a company’s
IT systems. You’d make recommendations for improvements and
research enhanced systems. You could also end up designing new
IT systems.

Average Salary: £44,000
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MEET
THE
TEAM
The tech landscape is advancing at a
rapid pace. It’s essential that you learn
from tutors who are prepared to put
in the extra work needed to keep up
to date with new developments. And
that’s exactly who you’ll find here at
The Manchester College.
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CAROL
WHITWORTH

ANDREW
JEPSON

ATHAR
MAHMOOD

Assistant Principal

Tutor

Tutor

Carol has been Assistant Principal for
Computing and Digital since January 2015,
having started with the College in 2002
as a Computing tutor before moving into
management in 2007.

Andrew is a specialist in software
development and has in-depth knowledge
of various programming languages.

Athar has over 6 years experience
teaching Computer Science. He is a
CompTIA certified Computer Technician
and also specialises in networking and
computer security.

She possesses a degree in Software
Development and an MSc in Digital
Education. Carol strives to ensure
Computing and Digital courses are the most
relevant, up-to-date and industry-focused in
Manchester.

ANILA KHAN
Tutor
Anila has taught Computing and IT for more
than six years and has developed a number
of subject curriculums.
She specialises in software development,
programming and data science and teaches
a variety of programming languages. She
has is passionate about instilling a love of
learning in all of her students.

He teaches several units within our
employer-partnered programmes, helping
students to develop their technical
computing skills and apply them within a
workplace environment.

He hosts an annual cyber security
competition to enthuse and encourage
our learners to exhibit the skills they have
acquired.

REBECCA
RAND

ANDREW
MACDONALD

Tutor

Tutor

Rebecca helps learners to gain valuable
industry skills in coding, programming
concepts, computer game development,
project management and social media

Andrew has taught the BTEC IT
programmes for the last ten years,
including software development,
networking, web development and
multimedia, and has also introduced
adult learners to programming.

She worked in the digital industry for
10 years and has played a key role in
developing our IT curriculum to reflect
the changing needs of both students
and employers.

He is passionate about engaging learners
in Computing and enabling them
progress to higher study and specialist
careers.
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Building

Excellence
From September 2022 our Industry Excellence Academy for Computing and Digital will be
based in our amazing, brand new, state-of-the-art, four-storey City Campus Manchester that is
currently under construction next door to the AO Arena.
You will be among the first students to benefit from these industry standard facilities that
have been developed specifically for your course that will mirror the world of work, providing
the perfect setting to help prepare you for a future career.
This will include cutting edge IT suites and maintenance labs fully equipped with the latest
high spec kit and a ‘Click Studio’ where you will collaborate with employers & complete real
live briefs for charities, as well as a computer repair service run by students.
These amazing new facilities will provide you with access to everything you will see once you
enter the workforce, giving you the best possible chance to prepare for a future career.
Our brand-new campus in the heart of Manchester will not only provide you with exceptional
study facilities but is also fully equipped to ensure that you have everything you need to have
an amazing student experience.
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Location
From September 2022, you’ll be able to study Computing and Digital at
our brand new £93million campus in Manchester City Centre and at our
Wythenshawe campus in South Manchester.

1

City Campus Manchester

2 Wythenshawe Campus

Great Ducie Street

Brownley Road

Manchester					
						
					

Wythenshawe
Manchester
M22 9UH

What Our

STUDENTS SAY

“

I really wanted somewhere I could focus on my passion and study
just the one course. The new areas I have studied have opened my
eyes to different career paths. At the start of the year, I also took
part in an entrepreneur challenge where we looked at business
ideas together with website and software design.
It really brought me out of my shell.
Andrew Sinclair

”

Level 3 Computer Science and Developing Digital Solutions
Former Co-Op Academy Failsworth student

As part of my course, I’ve been able to analyse our sponsored
employer’s website, Invasion, in order to see how they have
developed their webpages, navigation and embedded social
media. We were also able to work on their social media
campaign and get a valuable look behind the scenes as well
as industry talks from experts.

2

1

8

Renea Graham

Level 3 Computing
Former Altrincham College of Arts student

“

The course has allowed me to use multiple programming
languages and my coding skills have developed. I have also
studied the theory behind software development as part of the
Computer Science course which has helped me see all aspects of
the software development cycle.

2

Mohammed Iqbal

Level 3 Computing

”

Former Stretford High School student
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HOW TO APPLY
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Applying to study at The Manchester College
is really easy and can be done online via
desktop, tablet or mobile. Simply follow these
eight steps and you’ll be on your journey to
amazing in no time at all.

STEP 1
Visit tmc.ac.uk

STEP 2
Choose a course, apply at an open event,
online or mobile

STEP 3

What

Next?
FIND OUT MORE AND APPLY
To find out more about The Manchester College and our Computing department, and to
apply for one of our courses please visit:

tmc.ac.uk/computing

VISIT US

Receive a conditional offer

Join us at one of our Open Events throughout the year to learn more about our courses,
visit the campus you could be studying at and tour our facilities, speak to our tutors, view
demonstrations and work from current students and much more.

STEP 4

To find out when our next Open Events are taking place visit:

Book to attend an applicant and parent
information evening

tmc.ac.uk/events

STEP 5

STAY IN TOUCH

Register to attend our New Student
Welcome Day in July

STEP 6
We will invite you to enrol in September
after you receive your results

Follow us on our social media channels:

The Manchester College
@TheMcrCollege
@TheMcrCollege / @tmcbcci

CONTACT US
Got a question about one of our courses or about The Manchester College or just need to get
in touch? Contact us:

enquiries@tmc.ac.uk
03333 222 444
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The Manchester College is committed to equality
of opportunity, non-discriminatory practices and
supporting individual learners.
This information is also available in a range of formats,
such as large print, on request.

