THEATRICAL
AND MEDIA
MAKE-UP
tmc.ac.uk/make-up

About
Make-up is power.

It’s the power to change your appearance
and the power to change how you’re seen.
It’s the power to shape how you feel and how
people feel about you.
Take it to the next level and make-up is the
power to shape the very world that we see.
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These are the professionals with the power
to create media superstars, soldiers on World
War II battlef ields, aristocrats in 19th century
ballrooms, models in Manhattan penthouses
and aliens in menacing spaceships.
We don’t see the work of these artists – we
believe it. We feel it.
The Manchester College is where you learn
to develop that power. Here is where you
go beyond transforming a look to taking
us back in time, building international
superstars and creating the things of dreams
and nightmares.
At The Manchester College, you’ll gain
skills in professional-standard make-up,
learning what it’s like to work on make-up
for photography, f ilm and television, and
special effects with the latest industry
products and technology.

You’ll work with aspiring media and
theatrical talent, providing make-up and
styling support for live sets and productions
for our Visual Arts and Performing Arts
departments.
The Manchester College will give you the
opportunity to gain work experience with
paying clients in our Studios of Hairdressing,
Beauty Therapy and Make-up, and enjoy
work placements at professional studios,
high street stores and entertainment events.
If you want the power to make it real, this is
your next step. All you need is some creative
flair and a desire to make us see it, feel and
believe it.
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Make-up artists in theatre and media have
the power to make us believe. These are the
men and women who turn the ordinary into
the extraordinary – who transform people
you might see on the street into the people
you see on the screen.

You’ll be guided by seasoned industry
professionals who’ve worked on f ilm and TV
sets and at top events like London Fashion
Week, and you’ll hear f rom experts f rom
leading brands and join masterclasses.
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The programmes of study in our Industry
Excellence Academy for Theatrical and Media
Make-up have been co-developed with
industry partners such as Mac, NYX, Kryolan,
James Molloy and Imats.
Working so closely with industry partners
means you’ll benef it f rom courses that are
aligned with current industry skills demand,
as well as a range of industry-level activities
and lessons.
This will include masterclasses and lessons
delivered by industry experts, visits f rom
guest speakers at the foref ront of the
industry and industry-standard ‘live briefs’,
that will see you working on the kind of
projects you’d be completing once you begin
your career in the Theatrical and Media
Make-up industry.
In our Industry Excellence Academy for
Theatrical and Media Make-up, you’ll
complete a placement with an industry
employer of at least 15 days and, in many
cases, you’ll receive a mentor f rom your
chosen industry to support you along the
way.

If you’ve obtained the necessary
entry requirements, you can study
one of the following Level 2 or Level
3 qualifications with our Industry
Excellence Academy for Theatrical
and Media Make-up.

Level 2						
Hair and Make-up Artistry
Level 3						
Theatrical and Media Make-up
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Industry
Excellence Academy
for Theatrical and
Media Make-up

Our Centre of Excellence for Theatrical and
Media Make-up brings together some of the
best industry talent, expertise, resources,
learning and career opportunities to develop
a new generation of industry professionals.
We’ll share current industry practise with
you, provide you with practical experience,
give you the opportunities you need to
develop your skill, talent and connections,
and help you launch your career in make-up.
Your experience at our Centre of Excellence
will be composed of an engaging study
programme and exciting employabilitybuilding activities.

Your Study Programme
Your journey in our Centre of Excellence for
Theatrical and Media Make-up will start with
our Level 2 or Level 3 Diploma in Theatrical
and Media Make-up.
These programmes will require a Grade 4
GCSE in English and Maths but don’t worry
if you don’t have one or both, we’ll help you
gain the qualif ications alongside your course.
They’ll not only help you with the course –
they’ll help you throughout your career.

Building Your Employability

Work Experience Placement

To get you ready to work professionally in
your chosen f ield, we’ll provide you with
activities which will give you a taste of the
different careers that will be available to
you in the theatrical and media make-up
industries.

If you join our Centre of Excellence, you’ll
spend a minimum of between six and 35
hours developing your skills and practical
knowledge working in external workplaces
across the region, while if you join our
Industry Excellence Academy, you’ll complete
at least 105 hours of work experience.

Employability Sessions
With the support of an Employability Tutor,
you’ll take part in personalised ‘employability’
sessions designed to help equip you with the
skills you’ll need in the workplace.

Work-related Activity
You’ll enjoy opportunities to learn more
about the industry and build experience
and connections by taking part in exciting
activities such as:
• Make-up and styling support on working
sets and productions for our Creative
and Digital Media and Performing Arts
departments
• Regional, national and even international
competitions with organisations such
as GM Skills, Professional Beauty North,
Beauty UK, the Association of Hairdressers
and Therapists, and World Skills
• Pampering and make-up events and
sessions
• Make-up masterclasses and guest speakers
f rom leading brands such as Kryolan, NYX
and Morphe
• Trips and visits to leading brands and
events like London Fashion Week.

This may be at a popular salon, high street
make-up store, photo shoot or event, where
you’ll assist with day-to-day tasks and
shadow staff.

Industry Placement
If appropriate, you can even apply for an
industry placement which would give you
more than 315 hours of hands-on experience
with a leading employer.
These placements will provide you with an
in-depth knowledge of the industry and can
open exciting career pathways, including
sometimes even paid employment with the
employer.
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Centre of Excellence
for Theatrical and
Media Make-up

Employability

Level 2 / Level 3 | Hair and Media
Make-up Artistry | 16-18 / Adult |
Harpurhey/Wythenshawe
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Programmes
of Study
With our Hair and Media Make-up Artistry
qualif ication, you’ll develop your knowledge
and understanding of the relevant anatomy
and physiology required for a career in hair
and make-up.

Level 3 | Fashion, Theatre and Media
Hair and Make-up | 16-18 |
Harpurhey/Wythenshawe

You’ll learn about how to plan for and provide
make-up application and hair preparation
services as well as fashion and editorial
make-up and face and body painting.
You’ll develop your abilities to ensure
continuity services are adhered to for makeup application and hair services, whilst
working on your skills to produce a total look
for competition work.

This qualif ication will also help you improve
communication and customer service skills,
awareness of environmental sustainability
and commercial skills, all of which are valued
highly by employers in the beauty sector.

Through this qualif ication you’ll study the
following mandatory units:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health safety and hygiene
Make-up applications
Hair preparation services
Continuity planning for make-up services
Dress and f inish hair services
Continuity hair services
Anatomy and physiology for make-up
artists
• Total look for competition work
• Face and body art painting
• Fashion and editorial make-up

Our Level 3 Fashion, Theatre and Media Hair
and Make-up Studies diploma will prepare
you for employment as a professional makeup artist.
Recognised by the biggest industry
associations, including the British
Association of Beauty Therapy and
Cosmetology (BABTAC) and the Federation
of Holistic Therapists (FHT), the diploma
will help you develop the advanced skills
and techniques expected of beauty industry
professionals.

As part of your study programme, you’ll
learn how to apply airbrush and camouflage
make-up, and develop the techniques that
are required in the media, fashion and
photographic industries.
You’ll also have the chance to develop
specialist skills in areas of your choice such
as eyelash and brow treatments for beauty
work or prosthetic pieces and bald caps for
theatre, TV and f ilm.

Short
Courses

Go above

and beyond...

Get a degree in your field with UCEN Manchester!

Our Hair and Beauty and Theatrical and
Media Make-up departments also offer a
range of low cost short courses throughout
the year.
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These courses are ideal for anyone over the
age of 19, whether you’re looking for a new
hobby, you’re brand new to the hair, beauty
or make-up industry, or you’re already in the
industry and want to add a new treatment to
your repertoire.
We offer short courses in a wide range of
treatments and areas including:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Barbering
Brow Lamination
Curly Blow Dry
Dermaplaning
Drag Artist
Make-up
Fashion and
Photographic
Make-up

•
•
•
•

Gel Polish
Hot Stone
Massage
Lash Lift
Semi-Permanent
Lashes

For more information about short
courses currently available and to
apply, visit tmc.ac.uk/make-up
or call 0161 674 3254
*Course availability varies throughout the
year, please contact us to f ind out which
courses are currently available.

Once you’ve completed one of our Level
3 Diplomas in our Industry Excellence
Academy or Centre of Excellence for
Theatrical and Media Make-up, you’ll have
the chance to go even further with degreelevel qualif ications through our higher
education partner, UCEN Manchester.
Start with a Foundation degree and
progress to a BA (Hons) Degree in either
Make-up Artistry or Special Effects:
Foundation Degree | Two years | Full-time
• Make-up Artistry
• Special Effects Make-up Artistry
BA (Hons) | One year | Full-time
• Make-up Artistry
• Special Effects Make-up Artistry
For more information, visit
ucenmanchester.ac.uk/makeup

Opportunities

Photographic Stylist
A photographic stylist, or media stylist,
helps the photographer set the scene for a
photograph or shoot to capture the mood,
style and atmosphere that the photographer
wants.

You’d work with special make-ups and
prosthetics crafted f rom silicone, latex, and
rubber and know how to create moulds and
casts, and safely apply prosthetics to your
talent or client.

Studying the brief which the photographer
provides – the brief might be very specif ic or
provide a lot of scope for ideas
Doing research for a shoot which could be
for an advert in a catalogue, a magazine
feature or a publicity shot for a fashion show

Your skills will be highly sought after, and
not just by TV, f ilm and theatre; theme parks,
cruise ships, Halloween costume companies,
special effects laboratories and beauty
schools often turn to special effects make-up
artists.

Sketching your ideas, either by hand or using
a computer, to show others such as the art
director and scene builders

Choosing props and f inding out where you
can hire, borrow or buy them – including
clothes for models or unusual items such as
fake snow

Arranging the set, discussing lighting effects
with the lighting technicians and making
sure everything is in the right place
•

Keeping up to date with the latest trends.

The most powerful CGI (Computer Generated
Imagery) still can’t compete with the skill
of a skilful special effects make-up artist.
In fact, almost all of the biggest fantasy,
science f iction, action and crime f ilms of the
past 100 years relied on the talents of special
effects make-up artists to make their stories
and characters believable.
As a special effects make-up artist, you’ll
work with f ilm, television and stage directors
to determine how they imagine characters
and scenes. Each day, actors would report
to hair and make-up to have you work your
magic on them.

Your work would involve:

Keeping a stock of regularly-used props
such as decorative items or fashion
accessories

Special effects make-up is one of the most
interesting and challenging career paths for
a make-up artist. While most make-up artists
work to make people more beautiful, special
effects make-up artists are trusted to do
the opposite. Using your skill and creativity,
you’d apply cosmetics and prosthetics to
create the appearance of bruises, cuts, blood,
old age, deformities or mutations, or even
create creatures, monsters and aliens out of
people.

Average Salary
£18,000

Average Salary
Salaries in general can range f rom between
£20,000 to £30,000 a year.

Theatrical Make-up Artist
Theatrical make-up artists apply make-up
to performers to reflect the period, setting
and situation of each role. They also apply
make-up to enhance or alter the appearance
of people appearing in productions such as
movies.
As a theatrical make-up artist, you’d work
with stage or motion picture off icials and
performers to determine the effects that are
needed. You’d study production information
like character descriptions, period settings
and situations to determine make-up
requirements. You’d also analyse scripts,
looking for events that would affect each
character’s appearance so you could make
plans for each scene.
Importantly, you’d also work with actors to:
• Assess their skin type to ensure that
make-up will not cause break-outs or skin
irritations
• Cleanse and tone the skin to prepare it for
make-up application
• Apply make-up to enhance or alter the
appearance of people appearing in
productions such as movie.
• Provide performers with make-up removal
assistance after performances have been
completed.

Average Salary
£18,000
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Your
Career

Special Effects Make-up Artist

Meet 										
the team
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SUE HADFIELD

Assistant Principal

LISA BREAKEY

Head of Department - Harpurhey

CATHRYN LYON

Sue possesses more than 25 years’ experience
working in the further education sector and
35 years in the service and retail industry,
specif ically within hospitality and catering.

Lisa has more than 30 years’ experience
working and teaching in the industry having
worked as a hairstylist and head hairstylist as
well as a wig stylist providing services for TV,
theatres and the NHS.

Cathryn has over 30 years’ of experience
in Beauty Therapy, working in the UK and
internationally as a lecturer, manager and
practitioner.

She is passionate about making a difference
to students’ lives across the Service and
Retail Industries department, enabling them
to realise their dreams through high quality
aspirational training and education.

Lisa has dedicated over 15 years to teaching
a range of hair and media make-up
programmes at further education level and is
focused on ensuring each learner receives an
equal opportunity to reach their full potential
as the next generation of stylists, therapists
and business owners.

Head of Department

Whilst specialising in Beauty Therapy,
Cathryn has also delivered Level 4
Skin Rejuvenation and Hair Removal
qualif ications, and trained professionals on
industry-standard equipment.
Cathryn pursues a range of passions and
interests, including holistic massage, and
continues to work with clients in leading spas
in order to remain at the cutting edge of the
industry.

SIAN GORTON

Media Make-up Tutor
Sian is a passionate hair and make-up tutor
with 11 years’ experience teaching learners
f rom Level 2 up to degree level, with a focus
on Level 3 Technical Special Effects skills.
Sian started out at MAC before moving into
agency work and weddings, and has been
a f reelancer for the last 17 years. She has a
Bachelor of Arts with f irst class honours in
Make-up Artistry and is currently studying for
a Master’s degree in Inclusive Education and
Special Educational Needs.
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Building
Excellence

The Manchester College strives to deliver an
exciting and innovative learning experience
to all our students looking to learn new skills.
We are committed to playing a pivotal role
in shaping the learning of today and for the
generations to follow.
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Both of our Theatrical and Media Makeup departments share state-of-the-art,
industry-standard facilities with our Hair
and Beauty department.
At both Harpurhey and Wythenshawe, you’ll
train in our Studios of Hairdressing, Beauty
and Make-up, where you’ll hone your makeup artistry and customer service skills before
putting what you have learnt into practice,
working with real paying clients.
You’ll have access to professionally equipped
make-up studios and photography studios,
and industry-standard make-up and special
effect materials and tools, including products
f rom leading brands like KRYOLAN, Fenty
Beauty, NYX and Kat Von D.
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Wythenshawe Campus

and South Manchester Studio
of Hairdressing, Beauty and
Make-up
Brownley Road			
Wythenshawe			
Manchester					
M22 9UH

In support of our commitment, The College,
alongside Higher Education partner UCEN
Manchester, is investing £140 million to
transform and restructure our campus
estate, which are set to open throughout
2021 and 2022.
A powerful mix of new and redeveloped
campuses, as a student you will enjoy
exceptional, state-of the-art study facilities
alongside access to outstanding student
support services. Our aim; to create a healthy,
happy, productive environment in which you
can thrive as we encourage you to create a
positive and prosperous future.
Our already industry-standard Theatrical and
Media Make-up facilities and our North and
South Manchester Studios of Hair, Beauty
and Make-up, will benef it directly f rom our
investment.
It will allow us to expand and enhance our
current Industry Excellence Academies
and Centres of Excellence, allowing us to
remain at the cutting edge of industry
standards whilst offering you the very best
environments to unleash your creativity and
maximise your potential.
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Location

What Our
Students Say

18

19

“Tutors at The Manchester College made
me realise my true potential and how I
can further develop myself to a successful
career within the industry. They have always
been very supportive and gave me excellent
advice and guidance.”

GEORGIA BLINKHORN
Hair and Media Make-up

“I created make-up and effects that I never
thought would have been possible. This has
helped me explore and further develop my
creative side.”

“Studying at The Manchester College has
boosted my conf idence so much. My tutor
supported me throughout and taught me
every technique she knows. I now use all the
make-up skills I gained.”

LAUREN CLARKE

AALIYAH WALTER

Hair and Media Make-up

Theatrical and Media Make-up

North Manchester Studio of Hairdressing,
Beauty and Make-up
AND

South Manchester Studio
of Hairdressing, Beauty and
Make-up

How to Apply
Applying to study at The Manchester College is really easy and can be
done online via desktop, tablet or mobile.
Simply follow these eight steps and you’ll be on your journey to amazing in no time at all.

Step 1
Visit tmc.ac.uk

Step 2
Browse our range of courses and choose the course you’d like to apply for

Get an exquisite cut, a fantastic new style or enjoy a relaxing
pampering session from hairdressers, barbers, make-up
artists and beauty therapists of the future in our fully
equipped, industry-standard studios.

Step 3
Apply for the course using our application portal, making sure you complete
all of the relevant information

Step 4
Receive a conditional offer

Open to students, staff and members of the general public.
Step 5
Book to attend an Applicant and Parent Information Evening
(16-18 year old students only)
For more information, to request a treatment price list or
to book an appointment or consultation, please call:
North Manchester Studio of Hairdressing
Harpurhey Campus, Rochdale Road, Harpurhey, Manchester, M9 4AF
Tel. 0161 674 3209
South Manchester Studio of Hairdressing and Beauty*
Northenden Campus, Sale Road, Northenden, Manchester, M23 0DH
Tel. 0161 674 8231

*The South Manchester Studio of Hairdressing and Beauty will move to the
Wythenshawe campus in autumn 2022

Step 6
Register to attend our New Student Welcome Day (16-18 year old students
only)

Step 7
Join us at enrolment on the date we specify on your invite (For 16-18 year old
students applying for September this will be after you receive your results)

Step 8
Start your journey to amazing
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THE MANCHESTER COLLEGE PRESENTS THE

Find out more and apply

Stay in touch

To f ind out more about The Manchester
College and our Theatrical and Media Markup department, and to apply for one of our
courses, visit:

Follow us via our social media channels:

tmc.ac.uk/make-up

The Manchester College
@TheMcrCollege
@TheMcrCollege

Visit Us

Contact Us

Join us at one of our Open Events
throughout the year to learn more about
our courses, visit the campus you could be
studying at and our facilities, speak to our
tutors, view demonstrations and work f rom
current students, and much more.

Got a question about one of our courses or
about The Manchester College or just need to
get in touch? Contact us:

To f ind out when our next Open Events are
taking place visit:

tmc.ac.uk/events

enquiries@tmc.ac.uk
03333 222 444
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What
next?

The Manchester College is committed to
equality of opportunity, non-discriminatory
practices and supporting individual
learners.
This information is also available in a range
of formats, such as large print, on request.

